
March/April, 2015 
 
Dear Praying Friends, 
 
Thank you for praying for our family and ministry as we returned to Ukraine for our fourth term.  Our trip was one of the 
fastest ever, with the only real grief throughout being caused by my children, God bless them!  After leaving the U.S. our 
first stop was in Paris, France, where was a terrible tragedy and loss of life the previous week.  To children, toys are toys.  
However, we live in the days when even toys attract extra scrutiny.  Timothy’s backpack contained toy guns, about which 
his parents were informed in the security line in Paris between flights.  Short version: they allowed us to continue on to 
Kiev.  After checking in at Kiev, we had one more security checkpoint to pass to be allowed to our gate and onto the last 
flight home.  Here they took exception to Timmy’s two “pearl-handled” bright orange six-guns and nerf rifle, and we were 
not allowed through the checkpoint until the toys were either put in checked baggage (€50) or disposed of.  Boy do those 
nerf bullets and cowboy holsters look out of place now! 
 
I am not sure of the best way to describe the state of the country at this time.  While it seems that people are a little less 
agitated or edgy since the latest Minsk agreement and subsequent “pull-back”, the recent run on flour, sugar, and salt 
betrays deeper fears for the area in the long run.  Many expect the war to ramp up again, and the economy is in disarray.  
At least 37 banks have closed or gone bankrupt since this crisis began in early 2014.  The bank we have used since 2003 
went into administration while we were working on extending our residency documents.  Thankfully, we did not have any 
money in that bank at the time.  When we arrived the exchange rate was 16.50 hryvnia/$1.  Since then, it has gone up to 
38/$1, and has come back down to today’s 22.50/$1.  Please pray for our church people, as this craziness in the exchange 
has made prices go up, without any equivalent change in their wages.  As of this week, a ride on public transport costs 
twice as much as it did when we left a year ago.  Fuel is in the $3.50-$4.00 /gal. range. 
 
Please praise the Lord with us for one deaf man who was saved not long ago.  Pray for him and his wife, as they are on the 
verge of divorce.  We pray the change in his life will help keep their family together, and eventually win his wife, Alla, to 
the Lord.  Please also remember these individuals in prayer for salvation: Mark, Veronica, Ivan, Oleg, Ura, and M.B. 
 
We are back at ministry in the church, and even more so now with our partner/pastor away in the U.S. for 6 months.  Dawn 
and the kids are at work in children’s ministries.  I’m filling in for the pastor of the church during his absence, preaching, 
teaching, witnessing, conducting youth meetings, and carrying on work in the print shop.  Please continue to pray for J.J. at 
Bible college and work.  At length Steven has a job, and is working to save money to go to Bible college in September.  
Please pray for God’s provision of their needs and direction in their lives as they seek to serve Him.  Hallelujah! 
 
Thank and praise the Lord with us for receiving another year of residency in Ukraine!  This allows us to continue to live 
and work in Odessa while we are preparing to move to Crimea.  Please pray for knowledge and wisdom for this move, as it 
is not yet clear how we can go there for any more than 90 days.  Please also pray for the provision of full monthly support.  
We thank you for your attention, faithful prayers, financial support, and occasional contact.  God bless you! 
 
For Ukraine, 
 
 
 
John and Dawn Spillman 
Prov. 23:26; Ps. 112:7 
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